
Acknowledgments

I am very much indebted to the Max Planck Institute for Demographic Research,

Rostock. This doctoral project has been conducted within the Laboratory of Con-

temporary European Fertility and Family Dynamics, under the great supervision of

Prof. Jan M. Hoem. I appreciate the constructive and friendly working environment

in this Division, the assistance I received from the members of the Research

Support as well as the comprehensive training at the International Max Planck

Research School for Demography. In particular, I thank Dr. Hill Kulu for excellent

mentoring.

I am also grateful to my colleagues at the Institut national d’études démogra-
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