
Updated July 3, 2026

Liliana P. Calderón-Bernal
Konrad-Zuse-Straße 1 · Rostock, Germany
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Education

Stockholm University Apr. 2022 – Present
Doctoral Studies in Sociological Demography Stockholm, Sweden
PhD thesis: From Ancestors to Descendants. Modelling Kinship Networks Across Centuries, 1751–2100

MPI Demographic Research & Autonomous University of Barcelona Sept. 2020 – Sept. 2021
European Doctoral School of Demography Rostock, Germany / Barcelona, Spain
Research on Mortality statistics in Colombia (1998–2019): An analysis of demographic data sources

University of Strasbourg & Graduate School of Demography HED Sept. 2018 – Jul. 2020
Master’s Degree in Demography (Mention Très Bien) & Master-level Research Training Strasbourg/Aubervilliers, France
Research on the quality of demographic data to measure mortality trends in Colombia (1998–2018) (in French)

University Externado de Colombia Jan. 2010 – May 2016
Bachelor’s Degree in History (GPA: 4.76/5.0) Bogotá, Colombia
Research on the 19th-century population censuses in Colombia (in Spanish)

Professional Experience

Max Planck Institute for Demographic Research Oct. 2021 – Present
PhD Student - Department of Digital and Computational Demography Rostock, Germany
• Preparation of the research articles for the doctoral dissertation

French National Institute for Demographic Studies (Ined) Feb. 2020 – Jul. 2020
Young Researcher (Internship) – Mortality, Health, and Epidemiology Research Unit Paris, France
• Research internship to prepare master’s thesis for the University of Strasbourg and the Graduate School HED

Regional Health Observatory of the Grand Est (ORS GE) Jun. 2019 – Jul. 2019
Data Analyst (Internship) Strasbourg, France
• Data analysis of health and health determinants for Strasbourg’s local health observatory project

University Externado de Colombia Oct. 2016 – May 2018
University Teaching Professional Bogotá, Colombia
• Teaching assistance for the course ‘method issues across disciplines’ (70–90 students)
• Teaching a French reading course for the Faculty students
• Coordination of mathematics group; evaluation of course content and methodology

II Interdisciplinary Congress of Social and Human Sciences Students Oct. 2013 – Sept. 2015
General Coordinator Bogotá, Colombia
• Securing academic, administrative, and financial support from the University
• Leadership of an interdisciplinary work team (~50 students)
• Design and implementation of an innovative methodology
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Languages

English: Full professional proficiency

French: Full professional proficiency

German: Upper intermediate (B1)

Spanish: Native speaker

Skills

Statistical programming: R, SAS (beginner)

Demographic microsimulation: Socsim (rsocsim)

Text processing: LATEX, MS Office, RMarkdown,

Reference Manager: Zotero

Cartographical software: Magrit (beginner), QGIS (beginner)

Awards & Honours

PAA 2025 Best Poster Award 2025
Population Association of America (PAA) Best poster in the Data and Methods session (P10)

Honours Scholarships distinction 2010 – 2015
University Externado de Colombia Awarded in seven terms for top marks (highest GPA) in the History programme

Bachilleres por Colombia 2010 – 2015
ECOPETROL S.A. Bachelor’s scholarship for the best Saber 11° exam results among female candidates in Bogotá (2009)

Publications

Calderón Bernal, L. P.; Alburez-Gutierrez, D.; Zagheni, E. (2025). Analysing Biases in Genealogies
using Demographic Microsimulation. European Journal of Population, 41(34):1–30.
doi: 10.1007/s10680-025-09756-4

Calderón Bernal, L. P.; Alburez-Gutierrez, D.; Kolk, M.; Zagheni, E. (2026). Assessing the Agreement
between Microsimulated and Register-based Kin Counts in Sweden. Population Studies (forthcoming).
Preprint available as MPIDR Working Paper WP-2025-020. doi: 10.4054/MPIDR-WP-2025-020

Calderón Bernal, L. P.; Alburez-Gutierrez, D.; Zagheni, E. (2023). Analysing biases in genealogies
using demographic microsimulation. MPIDR Working Paper WP-2023-034.
doi: 10.4054/MPIDR-WP-2023-034

Blanco-Cazeaux, I., Calderón Bernal, L. P., Chaput, J., Gautron, M., Malroux, I., Mugisho, G., Dasré,
A., and Pannetier, J. (2022). Unemployed adults forgoing healthcare in France. Population, 77(1):73–112

Calderón Bernal, L. P. (2020). "Reformas sociales, reformas censales. Las transformaciones de la
República a través de los cambios en los censos de población neogranadinos, 1849–1859". In
Jammet-Arias, N., Pujadas-Mora, J., and Román Antequera, A. (eds.), Les statistiques démographiques : un
outil de construction de l’État dans les mondes ibérique et ibéro-américain, Centre de Recherches Ibériques et
Ibéro-américaines (CRIIA), Université Paris Nanterre
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Presentations

Modelling Kinship Networks using Analytical and Microsimulation Approaches
Presented at:

Conference ‘Kinship Structures, Dynamics, and Inequalities’, Rostock, Germany (Jun 2026)

Measuring the Overlap with Ancestors Throughout the Life Course of the Swedish Cohorts,
1751–2000
(previously entitled ‘Simulating the historical and future availability of living ancestors throughout the
life course, 1751–2100’)

Presented at:
European Population Conference, Bologna, Italy (Jun 2026)

1st International Conference on Family Science, Munich, Germany (Feb 2026)

Assessing the Agreement between Microsimulated and Register-based Kin Counts in Sweden
(previously entitled ‘Assessing the Validity of Register-based and Microsimulated Kinship Networks for
Demographic Research’)

Presented at:
6th Conference of the European Society of Historical Demography, Bologna, Italy (Sept 2025)
30th International Population Conference, Brisbane, Australia (July 2025)
Population Association of America Annual Meeting – Poster, Washington DC, USA (Apr 2025)
XI Conference of the Latin American Association of Population, Bogotá, Colombia (Dec 2024)

Analysing Biases in Genealogies using Demographic Microsimulation
Presented at:

European Population Conference, Edinburgh, Scotland (Jun 2024)
Annual Conference of the British Society for Population Studies, Keele University, United

Kingdom (Sep 2023)
5th Conference of the European Society of Historical Demography, Nijmegen, the Netherlands

(Aug 2023)
Population Association of America Annual Meeting, New Orleans, USA (Apr 2023)
14th Conference of Young Demographers, Prague, Czech Republic (Feb 2023)

Mortality Statistics in Colombia 1998–2019
Presented at:

6th Human Mortality Database Symposium – Poster, Aubervilliers, France (Jun 2022)
European Population Conference – Poster, Groningen, Netherlands (Jun–Jul 2022)
13th Conference of Young Demographers, Czech Republic / Online (Feb 2022)
1st Congress of the Colombian Association of Demography, Population and Development,

Colombia / Online [in Spanish] (Nov 2021)

Unemployed Adults Forgoing Healthcare in France [in French]
Presented at:

1st HED Graduate School Conference, INED, France (Oct 2019)

In the Mid-19th Century, the Census was also Reformed [in Spanish]
Presented at:

XI Conference of the ADEH – Association of Historical Demography, Cádiz, Spain (Jun 2016)
3rd Colombian Congress of History Students, Manizales, Colombia (Apr 2015)
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Panel ‘History and interdisciplinarity: experiences and challenges in practice’ [in Spanish] (organiser
and moderator)

Presented at:
2nd Colombian Congress of History Students, Medellín, Colombia (Oct 2014)

The Interdisciplinarity Practice from a Historical View [in Spanish]
Presented at:

1st Colombian Congress of Human Sciences Students in Interdisciplinary Studies, Bucaramanga,
Colombia (Oct 2013)

A Crime Against Nature at the Beginning of the Republic [in Spanish]
Presented at:

1st Colombian Congress of History Students, Cartagena, Colombia (Sep 2013)

Organisation of academic events

Demographic Microsimulations in R using SOCSIM: Modelling Population and Kinship Dynamics
Pre-conference workshop at the European Population Conference, Bologna, Italy (Jun 2026),

organised in collaboration with Tom Theile, Mallika Snyder, Ridhi Kashyap, Diego Alburez-Gutierrez
and Emilio Zagheni.

Pre-conference workshop at the 30th International Population Conference, Brisbane, Australia (Jul
2025), organised in collaboration with Aasli Nur and Ridhi Kashyap.

Pre-conference workshop at the Population Association of America Annual Meeting, New Orleans,
USA (Apr 2023), organised in collaboration with Diego Alburez-Gutierrez, Tom Theile, Emilio Zagheni,
Ashton Verdery, and Mallika Snyder.

Family, Kinship, and Households in Latin America and the Caribbean
Pre-conference workshop at the XI Conference of the Latin American Association of Population,

Bogotá, Colombia (Dec 2024), second day organised in collaboration with Diego Alburez-Gutierrez,
Amanda Martins, and Ivan Williams.

Software Development

Theile, T., Alburez-Gutierrez, D. Calderón Bernal, L. P., Snyder, M., Zagheni, E. (2026). rsocsim -
Socsim microsimulation R package. https://github.com/MPIDR/rsocsim

Professional membership

International Union for the Scientific Study of Population (IUSSP)

Colombian Association of Demography, Population and Development (POPULORUM)

Additional Training

Professional development 1 Teaching and Learning. Centre for the Advancement of University Teaching,
Stockholm University. (2025)
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