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The MPIDR in Rostock, Germany, is a meeting place, a spring-
board and an international melting pot for scientists and 
free-spirited ideas. 
At least 130 scientists work at the Institute. Situated in 
Rostock, a livable urban center close to the beaches of the 
Baltic Sea, it attracts many talented, young researchers 
who work here or take part in scientifi c training, such as in 
the ambitious International Max Planck Research School  
for Population, Health and Data Science, or the European 
Doctoral School of Demography. Together with the demographic 
faculty of Rostock University, the MPIDR has established a 
strong collaboration for education in population research. From 
completing a PhD to attaining the rank of full professor, many 
demographic careers start in Rostock. 

The MPIDR is part of the Max Planck Society, 
the internationally renowned German 

research organization.

Directors: 
Mikko Myrskylä, Emilio Zagheni

Max Planck Institute 
for Demographic Research (MPIDR)

Max Planck Institute 
for Demographic Research (MPIDR)

Konrad-Zuse-Straße 1
18057 Rostock, Germany

Tel. +49 (0) 381 / 2081 – 0
Fax +49 (0) 381 / 2081 – 280

info@demogr.mpg.de
www.demogr.mpg.de

@MPIDRnews
www.facebook.com/mpidr

Become a Demographer 
in Rostock 
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We are facing a world of constant demographic change, often 
perceived as a big challenge by the public. Be it fertility, aging 
or migration – at the MPIDR we investigate these human 
phenomena with the latest scientifi c methods. The research 
questions we tackle are defi ning the forefront of population 
research and are often of societal relevance. 

Besides pushing classic demographic methods, one of MPIDR’s 
priorities is to lead the development of Digital and Computational 
Demography by using humans´ digital traces on the Internet and 
elsewhere to measure and predict demographic change. 
MPIDR researchers investigate how to cope with the challenges 
of Big Data in population research, evaluating new techniques 
and the insights that can be gained by them. 

It is always data of uncompromisingly high quality that makes
MPIDR research so signifi cant. Experts in Rostock are com-
mitted to collecting and maintaining a global treasure of 
demographic data. The databases administered here, like the 
Human Mortality Database, the Human Fertility Database, or 
the new Human Cause-of-Death Database with its standard-
ized methodology for comparison of countries and time, set the 
international benchmark in population research.

Researching a World of 
Demographic Change

Developing Digital Demography 
in a Digital Society

Data  –  Lifeblood of 
Demography 

Here’s just a glimpse of them:

Will fertility rise or fall? What does later motherhood mean 
for the health of women and their children? How does having 
children affect happiness?

We live longer and longer - but what does this mean? Are we 
spending the additional years in better or worse health con-
ditions? And what does societal aging do to the work force?  

How can we improve our knowledge on migration, given the 
poor quality of many offi cial data sources? What can we learn 
about the interplay of migration and society by using new 
digital data sources from the Internet?

The main goals of the 
Lab of Digital and Computational Demography are:

1) to leverage the increasing quantity of available digital trace 
    data as well as innovative forms of data collection, in order to 
    address fundamental questions in demography; 

2) to evaluate the impact of the digital revolution on 
    demographic behavior; 

3) to gain new insights into population processes with the aid of 
    computationally-intensive approaches.

DATA MATTERS!
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