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Background

Changes in fertility intention due to the COVID-19 pandemic
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Research questions

1. How did fertility plans evolve over time
in Austria?
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First results from a representative survey on fertility intentions and ideals
carried out in the fall of 2021 as part of the LFS reveal that changes in
fertility plans due to the COVID-19 pandemic were rare in Austria.
Postponement of childbearing and reduction of (further) intended
children were by far the most important reasons for changes in fertility
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* Realized fertility is higher for

women in each age group o

(e.g., 1.25 for women aged

30-34 versus 0.8 for men). N I
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size increases slightly, but Age group plans. Few wanted to have (another) child or more children sooner than

decrease at young age. Women: (further) intended children Women: children born Men: (further) intended children . Men: children born in pre—pandemic times, Changes in fertility plans differed by gender’ age
and parity: Especially persons in their mid-30s and women with one child

Children born and (further) intended number of children, women, 2001-2021, Austria indicated cha nges in fertlllty pla ns due to the pandemic. A|though the

two-child ideal is persistent, 12% of women aged 20-24 perceive

l -... g childlessness as ideal in 2021. Accordingly, family plans at younger ages
I I tended to decrease during the last two decades.
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